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DONNEGALL 


My LORD, ety rr 

HIS Sermon was Preached before the Ho- 
nourable Mr. Juſtice Coot and Sir Gilbert 
Dollin, Perſons who have always diſtin- 
—guiſned themſelves by their ſteddy Adhe- 
rence to our Excellent Conſtitution in Church and 
State; and becauſe it maintains the Principles which 
ſupport both, they heard it with Favour and Appro- 


bation : When T was called to Preach on ſo publick an 


Occaſion, I thought my ſelf obliged to Aſſert the 


Authorities from Scripture, and enforce from thence 
the Duties of Loyalty and Subjection, in a Place 
where ſome Mens dangerous, or at leaſt miſtaken Prin- 
ciples, rendred ſuch a Task but too neceſſary. 


A 2 | The 


7 The Dedication. 
The Diſcourſes on this Subject wherewith rhe Pub- 


lick abounds, are fo Full and Convincing, that I 


had not the leaſt Thought of appearing in Print, 


and excuſed my ſelf to the High Sheriff, and 
thoſe Gentlemen of the Grand-Jury, who deſired it; 


and I ſhou'd ſtill have retained the ſame Reſolution, 
had not the contrary been required by a Perſon of 
Eminent Worth and Diſtinction, whom I cou'd not in 
good Manners deny: But as ſoon as J had determined 
to make it Publick, the Patronage your Noble Ance- 
ſors always aftorded to my Predeceſſors in this Place, 
a grateful Reſentment of the Happineſs this Corpo- 
ration Enjoys under its preſent Government, which is 
entirely owing to your Lordſhip, together with my 
own particular Obligations, immediately directed me, 
to make my Acknowledgments as Publick as I cou'd ; 
and by laying this Diſcourſe at your Lordſhip's Feer, 
to beg your Protection for it and its Author... 

Dedications gerierally conſiſt of Praiſe and Com- 
plement, and whoever Writes to your Lordſhip, 
cannot be at a lofs for Panegyrick, but I think 
it more ſuitable to my Function, and the ſincere Ho- 
nour and Eſteem I have for your Lordſhip, to endea- 
vour to Serve as well as Pleaſe you; and ſince JI con- 
tend for Religion and Loyalty, to contribute all in my 


Power, that you may be Eminent in both: And there- 


fore 1 hope your Lordſhip will Pardon me for Re- 
minding you, that you are drawing near to the moſt 
hazardous Time of Life, by entring into the Poſſeſſion 
of a great Eſtate: Wealth and Power are very proper 
Means to render a Man Serviceable to his Prince and 
Country, yet they are too often perverted to quite 


contrary Ends, and are dangerous Inſtruments in 
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The Dedication. 


young Hands, eſpecially in this Age, wherein ſtrong 
Combinations are formed againſt Virtue and Religion; 


and wicked Emiſſaries are conſtantly employed, to 
entrap the Innocent and Unwary ; who to gain their 
Ends will give into every Appetite and Paſſion, in- 
dulge an unbounded Liberty, and add Fuel to thoſe 


irregular Deſires which in Youth of themſelves do 


Flame too high, and leave no Means uneſſayed to cor- 
rupt the Morals of the young No4zlity and ' Gentry, 
in order to Debauch their Principles ; firſt ro engage 


them into a Freedom of Acting, which by neceſſary 


Conſequence will induce a Freedom of 7hinking alſo: 
Theſe, my Lord, are the infamous Arts of Ruin pra- 
ctiſed by our Modern Politicians, to nndermine our 


Church. and State, in which they are bur too aften 


Succeſsful, by the inſinuating Power of Flattery, with 
which. they guild their Poiſon ; an Tncenſe your 
Lordſhip muſt expect from your high Birth and For- 
tune, will in a plentiful Manner be offered unto you, 
and even by thoſe Perſons, .who, tho they owe every 
Thing to your Family, yet have always inſulted you, 
and attempted to force from you, thoſe Hereditary 
Privileges your Auceſtors enjoy d, as the Rewards of 

Loyalty and Merit: IT only point out to your Lord- 


| ſhip thoſe Rocks and Shelves on which Numbers have 


miſcarried, which you are in a great Meaſure ſecured - 
againſt by the exact Care of your Education; tis a 
Bleſſing greater than your Quality and Fortune, that 
you are deſcended from Parents, who have taken an 


early Care to Form your Mind with good Impreſſions, 
and to Store it with ſuch Principles, as will have a 


proper Influence on every Period of your Life, and 
add Luſtre and Brightneſs ro the Whole: By theſe you 


are 
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The Dedication. 
are taught to regard Nobility as an imaginary Di- 
ſtinction, when deſtitute of thoſe Vertues, 
which it firſt was earned, and to look on the Titles 
of your Eſcutcheon, not with a Defign to make you 
Vain of your high Birth and ancient Deſcent, but to 
Remind you that your Progenitors had Worth and Me- 
rit, and diſtinguithed themſelves by their Loyalty to 
their Prince, and their Zeal for the Intereſts of their 


Religion and Country; Reflections the likelieſt in the 
World, to Inſpire you with a noble Ardour and Emu- 


lation, to purſue thoſe Tracts in which they went be- 


fore you, and to Rival them in Merit and in Fame: 
And to Excite you to this, your Lordſhip has not on- 


ly a long and illuſtrious Row of Anceſtors, but many 


living Examples among your neareſt Relations: Your 
brave and noble Thycle, the greatneſs of whoſe Soul 


has always been an over- match for the Smiles and „ 


Frovns of Fortune; that excellent and unequalled La- 
dy your Mother, of whom tis too little to ſay, that 
ſhe has been the beſt of Parents and of Wives, the 
kindeſt to her Friends, and the moſt bountiful to her 


| Dependants : Thefe are the neceſſary Reſults of her 


Exemplary Piety and Native Goodneſs ; they are very 
aimable Parts, but not the brighteſt in her Character; 


It requires ſomething more to receive like her, with 


a generous Diſdain and Pity, the Inſolence of Tngrari- 
tude and Fad{ion ; and to defeat their malicious Pur- 
poſes, by ſo exact a Prudence, and manly Reſolution, 
as muſt add to the Reputation of the moſt conſum- 
mate Wiſdom: I might go on to Inſtance, but I ſhall 
detain your Lordſhip no longer, then while T recom- 
mend to your Imitation one Honourable Perſon more, 


lately entred into a near Alliance with your Lordſhip, 


who 
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The Dedication. 
who has happily overcome thoſe Dangers you are juſt 
entring into; and by his natural Propenſions to Vir- 
tue, confirmed by a good Education, was Proof a- 
gainſt all the Temptations of Youth and Affluence; 


he ſaw and had Power to Enjoy, but he deſpiſed the 


Pleaſures of Vice, and by holding faſt his Integrity 
and his Innocence, had no occaſion to change his Prin- 
ciples to countenance his Morals: On this Founda- 
tion, my Lord, he built that Eſteem he is ſo univer- 
ſally poſſeſſed of, and purchaſed the Room he has, 


in every Honeſt and Loyal Heart; and will one Day 
reflect more Honour than he will receive, from that 


High Quality which by Right of Inheritance will be 
his. The Influence of theſe great Examples will give 


you to the World a publick Bleſſing, a Stay to the 


Church, and a Support to the Crows in theſe difficult 


Times; when popular Rage runs high, when to be 


| Religious and Loyal is a Crime, and our unhappy Di- 
viſions give us a difmal Proſpect, and cannot but re- 


cal to our Remembrance the melancholly Time, when 
the fr/# Stroke was made at the Miniſters of the 
Church and Crown, and the Jaſt reached Majeſty it ſelf 
when naked and defenceleſs : And how juſt and reaſon- 
able are our Fears, when rhe Diſcharge of the moſt 
important Truſts with Iutegrity and Honour cannot ſe- 
cure Men from the infamous Reproaches of the vileſt 
of the People; and the Inheritors of the Fortunes and 
Principles of the deteſted Inſtruments of Cromwel's 


Rebellion dare inſult the Church Repreſentative of this 


Nation, and Brand them, tho with equal Truth and 


Reaſon as the Theſſalonians did the Apoſtles of our 


Lord, as the Overturners of the World ; becauſe they 


have Succeſsfully detected and expoſed their mon- 
TT ſtrous 


viii NM 
ſtrous Schemes of Religion and Policy, which are calcu- 
lated either to reduce our Monarchy into a Republick 
both in Church and State, or to undermine all Religion and 


Government: Theſe, my Lord, are growing Evils, and of 


the moſt fatal Tendency, and loudly call for the Aſſiſtance 


of Perſons in your Situation; Perſons of Power and In- 
tereſt ſufficient to Suppreſs them: Thoſe 4;/t;vgniſhing 
Honours and Revenues, which raiſe your Lordſhip ſo 
much above the greateſt Part of your Fellow-Subjects, 
muſt engage your Loyalty to that Crown, from whoſe 


Bounty you derive them all; and ſecure your Aﬀe- 
ction to that Church, which trained up your Fore- 


Fathers in thoſe Principles, which formed them for 


noble Actions, and ↄpened their way to the Royal 


Favour. it: 4Þ »Y | 
That your Lordſhip may be as Eminent for your 
Loyalty and Service to the Crown, and your Zeal and 


Concern for the Church, as the moſt 7/uſtrious of your 


Anceſtors, is the ſincere and hearty Prayer of 
Jour Lordſhip's | 
Moſt Faithful, 
Moſt devoted, 


And moſt Obedient 
Humble Servant, 


THE 


Edw. Mathews. 
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PROv. viii. 15, 16. 


5 
By me Kings Reign, and Princes decree Juſtice: 
B) me Princes Rule, and Nobles even all the 
Fuges of the Earth. 
1 1 OLOM ON introduces Wiſdom ſpeaking theſe Words 
4 of ber Self, and inculcates by them the Neceſſity of 
| a juſt and prudent Adminiſtration of Affairs, in order 
85 to fix their Crowns on Princes Heads, and to make 
© their Government Happy and Secure : That the Pra- 
Rice of Judgment, Juſtice and Mercy, Prudence, Courage 
and Integrity, with all the other Vertues which ſupport 
and adorn a Throne, and are eminently contained under 
the Name of Wiſdom, are indiſpenſably neceſſary to ſecure 
their Scepters and confirm their Power. | 
Now tho I am of Opinion, that this was the direct and 
immediate Senſe of King Solomon in theſe Words, yet it is 
7 j | B very 
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very evident, that they had a higher Meaning, and that the 


Wiſdom here ſpoken of is no other than the Wiſdom of God, 


the Divine e, The Second Perſon in the Sacred Trinity, 
to whom the Diſpoſal of all the Kingdoms of the Earth was 
given by his Father as an Appendage of his Regal Power : 
In this Senſe the Primitive Fathers of the Chriſtian Church, 
and our firſt Reformers, who compiled our Homilies, under- 


ſtood this Texr, and urged it as à Proof of the Divine Ori- 


inal of Civil Government, and an Argument for that pro- 


found Reſpect and Reverence which ſhou'd encircle the Per- 


ſons of Kings and Supreme Migiſtrates, as being the Mini- 
ſters and Repreſentatives of that God, who is the firſt Foun- 
tain and Spring of Power. _ | 
Government is indiſpenſably neceſſary to the well-being 
of Mankind, and tho the Senſe of it, like the Benefits.of 
the Sun and Air, is loſt in our conſtant and familiar Enjoy- 
ment, yet from thence we derive the Security of our Lives, 
our Liberties and Properties, and all that is dear to us in re- 
ſpe& of this Life; together with the greater Bleſſings of ſer- 
ving our God in peace'and quietneſs, of knowing and per- 
forming his Will : Now the Continuance of theſe Bleflings 
depending on the Perſons who adminiſter. the Government, 
Almighty God has taken the greateſt Care for their Safery 
and Preſervation, by frequently informing us, that Kings 
and Princes, and all ſupreme Magiſtrates do derive their 
Power from him, and are protected by his Providence in 


the Exerciſe of it, and by the Divine Character and Impreſs 
he has given them as his Vice-Gerents, has fenced them from 


the Hands of Violence, like Eden by the flaming Sword. 
This, indeed, 1s one of the moſt natural Notions of Man- 


Kind, That God who 5s the Origin of every thing, & ſo of Power 


alſo: This was profeſſed and maintained in all Ages and Na- 
tions, until a Set of Men aroſe, who would thruſt God and 
his Providence out of the World, by the Fiction of a wild 
and imaginary State of Nature, which ſuppoſes Men at 
firſt to [pring out of the Earth like Trees and Plants, and 
to have lived independent of each other, until the Miſchiefs 
of Anarchy, and the Miſeries of a State of War, obliged them 
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5 611 ) 
by common Conſent to chaſe for themſelves Rulers and Ma- 
giſtrates, to whom under certain Limitations and Reſtricti- 


ons, they gave up the natural R/ght they. had over their 


Lives, Liberties and Properties, which they might reaſſume 
when ever their Governors ſhould break the Contra# by vio- 
lating the Articles of Agreement, and here they fix the Ori- 
ginak.of Civil Power; an Account natural enough upon the 


abſurd and wild Suppoſition, that Men were made v Chance 


without the Superintendency or Interpoſition of a Deity : 
But for thoſe who read and pretend to believe the Bible, 


which repreſents God as the Creator and Supreme Law- 


giver. of Mankind, that the firſt Man that was born was 
born a Subject, and that the whole Race has ever ſince been 
under the direction of Laws: For thoſe, I ſay, to give into 
the Schemes of Perſons who deny a God, and diſown his Pro- 
vidence, is not only Strange but Amazing. 

But however abſurd and unaccountable thisConceit is, many 
who call themſelves Chriſtians have built on this Foundation, 


and embraced and taught the Opinion, which places the Ori- 


ginal of Power in the People: A Principle · that is not to be ſup- 
ported but upon Suppoſition of a time of univerſal Anarchy 
and an Independent State. This is the profeſt Tenet of the 
celebrated Doctors of Rome, Geneva, the Kirk of Scotland, 


and the Sectaries of England and Ireland, who acted by diffe- 


rent Motives, do yet agree in telling us, That * © the Prince 
is the Creature of the People, who can never ſo far transfer 
* their Power over to a King, but that they retain the Habic 
* of it ſtill within themſelves, and in ſome Caſes may actu- 


——_—_— 
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Bell. de Concil. lib. 2. c. 19. Leſt lib. 2. de juſt. & jur. c. 9. dub. 
4. Calvin Inſtit. I. 4. c. 20. Sect. 21. Buchan. Dialog. de jure Regn. 
apud. Scot. Knox. Hiſt. Reform. 15 392, 393. Rights of the Chriſtian 
Church, p. 288. The King is no King but covenanting-wiſe and condi. 
tionally; and by the Covenant the People may have a civil Claim againſt 
him, and may puniſh him in Courts ſet up by themſelves, and may re- 
aſſume what Powers he hath, for he is both their Subject and Vaſſal. 


Rex. Lex. p. 178. Thro the manifeſt and notorious Perverſion of the 


pes Ends of Society and Government, the Band is diſſolved and the 
erſons _—__ into their primitive Liberty, and may again aſſociate as 
they did at firſt enter into Societies. Napthal. p- 150+ | 
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(12) 

7 ly reaſſume it: That the Subjects in general are as much 
- © Superior to the King, as he is to any one of them: That the 
* People may have Officers to guard their Liberties againſt 
© their Prince, and that when he invades them, they ma 
* Judge, Condemn and Execute him. And I heartily wi 
that thoſe poiſonous Principles were confined to the Conclave, 
the Kirk, and the Convemicle, and had not infected many 
who profeſs themſelves Members of that Church, which has 
always declared her Abhorrence of thoſe Antichriſtian Prin- ö 
ciples: Men, who from a Fondneſs of Liberty andealouſy * 

their Rights and Properties, cannot admit the Original 5 
of Government to be from God, nor the Right of Princes 
| tobe Divine ; becauſe this wou'd imply, that Princes are in 
if fo peculiar a manner the Care and Concern of Heaven, that 
if Subjects are thereby tied down to Patience and Suffering, 


under the cruelleft and ſevereſt Treatment, even the Loſs of 4 
their undoubted Rights and Priviledges, as they would a- 
void rebelling againſt Heaven, and ring againft God; | 
0 and therefore they think it more reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that 
14 the Prince has no Ciuil Power but what he derives from the 
1 People, who therefore muft have a Right not only to call him 
to an Account, but alſo to depoſe him, and change him for 
another, when he acts. contrary to the Deſign of his Inſtitu - 
tion: And this referve of Power, they ſay, will oblige him 
1 more carefully ro. purſue the Ends. of Government, which 
1 is the Good of the Community, and be a Remedy for the 
bit Subject in caſe of Tyranny and Oppreſſion. 

| But this fine Scheme, however Plaufble it may ſeem, is 
falſe at bottom, and in its natural Tendency deſtructive to 
1 all Governments on Earth; and tis viſible to every common * 
Ji _ Obſerver, how looſely the Duty of Allegiance has fat on 

| Men, ſince this Doctrine has prevailed ſo much: Now as 
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1 
| f we of the ſacred Function are in a particular Manner dire- 
$1 | &ed to teach Men Subjection to Magiſtrates, as to the Ordi- 
| nance of God, ſo it will be for the great Benefit of Mankind, 
and befitting the preſent Solemnity, to ſettle Allegiance and 


Ji Subjection on their old Foundations, by ſhewing the falſe- 
110 neſs of that Principle which makes the People the Original of 


Govern. 
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. 1). 
Government, and proving That the unavoidable ill Conſe- 
quences of it are worſe than thofe which the Advancers 
thereof think to avoid by it; and therefore that it ought to 
be exploded, even by the Rules of worldly Policy, ths 
God had not expreſly told us That by bim Kings Reign, and 
Prince's decree Fuſtice ; by Him Kings Rule, and Nobles even all 
the Fudget of the Earth. Rs 3 
In ſpeaking to theſe Words J ſhall endeavour to Prove, 


* Firſt, That Kings and Princes and all Supreme Magi- 
1 ſtrates derive their Authority from God, and not from 
the People. 2 85 | | 

Secondly, That the Principle which places the Original of 
Power in the People, is pernicious and deſtructive to Go- 
vernment in General ; and will neceffarily introduce 
q that Arbitrary Power, which the Maintainers thereof 
40 pretend to avoid by it. 
| - Thirdly, I. ſhall draw ſome Inferences from the Whole, 
and ſo Conclude. n 


Firſt, T am to prove that — Oe. | 
And-this I ſhall endeavour to do firſt from Scripture,where 
as to the Original of Power we are told, That the moſt High 
ruleth in the Kingdom of Men, and giveth it to whomſoever he 
— — 4. 17. That —_— _— _— m the Eeft, h 
nor from the Weſt, nor yet from the South, for God x the Fudge, 
he putterh — a . up another, Pfal. 75. ms Go 
hath ſpoken once, and twice I have heard the ſame, That Power 
belongeth unto God, Pal. 62. 11. St. Paul tells us, That there 
& mo Power but of God, the Powers that be are ordained of God, 
and our Bleſſed Saviour teaches his Diſciples, in their Ad- 
dreſſes to his Father, to acknowledge, That the Kingdom, the 
Power and the Glory are his. | 
No to confirm theſe general Aſſertions by particular Ex- 
amples, we find by many Inſtances in ſacred Story, That the 
actual diſpoſing and re? aſſuming of Crowns was exerciſed 
by God, and claimed by him as his ſole and undoubted Pre- 
rogative; and that under the Fewiſh Theocracy, not ＋ 4 
Was the 


(14) 


the Delegation of Power, but the Deſignation of the Per- 
ſon was from God : Thus when God foreſaw that the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael 2vculd deſire a King like all the Nations round about 
them, he does not tell them that they were. the. Original of 
Power, and might Delegate it to whom they would, but thou 
ſhalt in any. wiſe ſet bim King over thee, whom the Lord thy God 
ſhall chooſe, Deut. 17. 14, 15. and in Purſuance of this, 
without the Authority of the People, Samuel anointed Saul: 4 
But when Saul had ſinned by ſparing the King and the S oils | 
of the Amelikites, God re- aſſumes the Crown by the . 4 
Power by which he gave it: We hear nothing of an En- 
croachment on the Rights of the People; no Violation of 

the Original Contract, no Claim of the forfeiture of Power 

into the People's Hands who gave it; no! but God tells him 

by Samuel, The Lord anointed thee King over Iſrael , but 

becauſe thou haft rejected the Word of the Lord, God: hath 

rejected thee from being King ; and as the Prophet's Mantle, 

which Saul laid hold on rent, ſo, ſays he, God has rent the King- 

dom from thee this Day: Had he obſerved the Commandment . 
of God, the Lord would have eſtabliſhed his Kingdom over Iſrael 7 
for ever, but for his Diſobedience God cuts off the Entail 

from his Poſterity, and Commands Samuel to Anoint David 

his Succeſſor: but notwithſtanding Saul, by Acting contrary 

to his Commiſſion, had forfeited it, into the Hands of God 

who gave it, yet the People could not claim that Forfei- 

ture; as they had no Right to give, ſſo they could not re- aſ- 

ſume: Bad as he was, He was cloathed with Authority from 

God, and was accountable to none but him for the Abuſe of 

it; but as to his Subjects, touch not mine anointed, was ſtill in 2 
force : Thus Holy David reaſons, tho under the unjuſteſt * 
Perſecutions, and when he had the faireſt Opportunities, 

and ſtrongeſt Temptations, from his own Injuries and the 
Perſwaſions of others to cut off Saul, Who can, ſays he, 

ſtretch forth his Hand againſt the Lord's anointed and be guiltleſs ; 

as the Lord liveth the Lord ſball [mite him, or his Day Pal come 


to Die, or be ſhall deſcend into the Battle and Periſh : Saul's Power 
was immediately from Heaven, and none cou'd recal it but 


But 


that God who gave it. 
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But left it ſhould be ſaid, Tliat God did in a more ſpecial 
manner Intereſt himſelf in the Direction and Guidance of 


his choſen People as their immediate Sovereign, and that 


therefore no general Concluſion can be drawn from thence; 


we find the Caſe exactly the ſame as to other Nations, and 


that God aſſerts, Tb the Heathen Kings did Reign by him. 
Thus Daniel tells Nebuchaduexxar, The God of Heaven gave 
thee a Kingdom and Power, and Strength and Glory, Dan. 2. 37. 
God Almighty by the Prophet 1/aiah, call Cyrus his Shepherd 
and his Anointed,” If. 45. 1. and deſigned him for the Throne 


Two Hundred Years before he was Born; And Cyrus himſelf 


acknowledges, That he derived his Power from God, ſaying, 
The Lord God of Heaven hath given me all the Kingdoms of the 
Earth, Ezra 1. 2. and our Bleſſed Saviour tells Pilate, who 
was but Lord-Lieutenant to an Heathen Emperor, That 


the Power: he had againſt him was from above: From all 


which Texts and Inſtances it plainly appears, that all Power 
15 Originally in God, and that it derives from no other ; and 


that Crowns and Kingdoms are in his and only his Diſpo- 
fal; and 'tis as evident as Seripture can make it, That the 


Authority of Princes and all Supreme Magiſtrates is de- 
rived from God ; and that. he and not the People is the Ori- 
ginal and Fountain of their Power. 
. Secondly, This is the Doctrine of our Church, as ſet forth 
in her Articles, her Canons, her Homilies, and publick Li- 
turgy. 1951 „ IEG 
In the Articles authorized by King Edward VI, we are“ Spar- 


expreſly told, That the Civil Magiſtrate is ordained by God: lo Col- 


In choſe ſer forth in Queen + Elizabeth's Days, tis ſaid, fes. 


That all States and Conditions of Men are committed to the Go- vil Mag- 
venment of Princes by God; and the Senſe of the Church in rate. 


this Particular is further confirmed by the Canons publiſhed ! Spar- 


by the Royal Authority in the Days of King Charles I. in 1997 © 


the Preamble of the firſt Canon; J The Authority of the King 35. P. 


is ſaid to, have been always acknowledged by the Church as indepen- N Spar- 


dent ; and in the enacting Part of it, Every Parſon, Vicar, * 
oe 


Curate or Preacher is enjoyned once every three. Months to declare , Regal 


in the Face of the Congregation ; That the moſt High and ſacred power. 
| Order 
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Order of Kings is of Divine Right, being the Ordinanee of God 
himſelf, founded in the prime Laws of Nature, and clearly eſta- 
bliſhed by expreſs Texts beth of the Old and New Teſtament, and 
that a Supreme Power # given to this moſt excellent Order by God 
himſelf in Scripture. | 
The Homilies of our Church appointed by Act of Parlia- 
ment to be read to the People, and which no Man can-con- 
tradict from this place, without being falſe to his Subſcripti- 
ons and his Oaths, are every where full of this Doctrine: | 
j oy ly *f There we are told, That || Kings and Queens, and other Princes 9 
of e, are ordained of God, and that all Perſons having Souls do owe | 
erapbofthe bounden Duty to the Higher Powers, for as much as they are ordain- 
Firſt Fart. ed of God himſelf, from hom they receive all their Power, and all 
their Authority, and they that reſiſt fball receive Damnation, be- 
cauſe they reſiſt not Man but God, not Man's Device and Inven- 
* Homily tion, but God's Wiſdom, God's Power and Autbority : And * that 
firſt againſt it comes neither of Chance nor Fortune, nor of the Ambition of mor- 
wilful Re- tal Men and Women, climbing up of their own accord to Domi- 
Lellion. nion, that there are Kings, Queens and Princes, and other Gover- 
nor, but they are eſpecially appointed by the Ordinance of Gold. 
The publick Devotions of our excellent Church, which 
are incorporated into our Laws, direct us in our Solemn Ad- 
dreſſes to the Great God to profeſs the ſame Doctrine, and 
to acknowledge him in our daily Prayers for the Queen and 
Government, to be the only Ruler of Princes, in whoſe Hands 
all earthly Power doth conſiſt, In the Communion-Service we 
pray for Her Majeſty as God's choſen Servant, but our Queen 
and Governor; that ſhe knowing that ſhe is God's Miniſter, may 
ſeek bis Honour and Glory; and that we (her Subjects) duly 5 A 
dering that ſhe hath God's Authority and not ours, may humbly obey 3 
her in God, and for God, according to has bleſſed Word and Ordi- 
nance: And in the next Collect of the ſame Office, we pray 
for her as God's Seruant, but our Soveraign. In the Prayer for 
the Church Militant, ſhe is called God's Servant, but our Queen 
and Governor, In the Office for the zoth of January, we are 
taught to call the Royal Martyr, God's Anointed, but our 
Graciozs Sovereign. In the Office for the 29th of May King 
Charles I is called God's Anvinred and God's Seruant, but our 


3 
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Tore, 


the Obſervation of that Day, to be read in Churches annu- 
ally for ever, God i acknowledged to be the ſole Diſpoſer of all 


earthly - Crowns and Kingdoms, In the Offce for the Day 15 car. II. 
of Her Majeſty's happy Acceſſion to the Throne, We * 


give God, Thanks for our Sovereign Lady, ſet over us by his 
Providence to be: our Queen :; We. praiſe Gad for ſetting his Ser- 
want: ANNE, our Queen, en the Throne of her Anceſtors ; and 
vith- grateful Hearts, acknowledge hs Goodneſs in ſetting bus 
Servant, our moſt Gracious: Queen, overs theſe Churches and Na- 
tions. From -whence,: I think, it appears very evidently, 
that, according to the Doctrine of our Church, God is the 
ſole Fountain of Sovereignty and Power; and that Kings 
and {all other Supreme Magiſtrates are his Creatures, and 
not:the Penples 2 t fi Wh , 

- Now how contrary to this Doctrine is the Language of 
thoſe ho call the Queen the Servant and Truſtee of the Peo- 
ple, and affirm the Original of Power to be in them; which 


for that Reaſon they may exert againſt her when ſhe is guil- 


ty of Male Adminiſtration, of which they are Judges, and for 


| which ſhe muſt be accoumtable to her Soveraign Subjects: And 


if ſhe were, indeed, what they would make her, the Creature 
of the People, re her Power and Authority from 
them, what horrid Blaſphemy and Prophaneſs, what dread- 
ful Mocking of God are we guilty of in our publick Devo- 
tions? But on preſumption that the Seriptures and the 


Church are in the Right, what excellent Sons are they of 


that Church who upon worldly Reſpects can with their Lips 
joyn with the Congregation in offering up thoſe very Ex- 
preſſions to an Omniſcient God, at the ſame time that their 
Hearts contradict and diſown every word they ſay. 

Thus far I have proved my firſt Propoſition from the Do- 
ctrine of the Scriptures and our Eſtabliſh'd Church, I ſhall 
now endeavour to prove it by ſome Arguments drawn from 
the Nature and Obligation of Government ; and there- 


. Thirdly, 


| RR. 3 
moſt Graciuu Lord. And in the Act of Parliament for Ml > 


| 93} 
Thirdly, The Originabef Civil Government is from God, 
and not from the People; becauſe we are bound to obey the 
Laws of our Governours, not only from the Dread of world- 
ly Puniſhment, and for fear of the Axes of the Leviathan, 
but alſo for Conſcience ſake: Now Conſcience is beyond 
the Reach of Human. Cognizance, it owns no Soveraign 
but God himſelf, and can have. no Obligations, but what 
are deriv'd from the Authority of him, whoſe Power ex- 
tends to another World. If therefore the Laws of our Su- 
periors do bind Men's. Conſciences, it muſt be becauſe their 
Authority is originally derived from, God, who alone has 
Power over the Conſciences of Men; for Hyman Laws, as 
ſuch, can reach; no further than the outward: Actions of 
Men, and when they are ſtript of the binding Power they 
receive from God, Men may commit the greateſt Villanies, 
if they can ſecure themſelves from their Penalties, and are at 
liberty to evade thoſe Penalties, by any Miſchiefs when they 
have incurred them, and in ſome Caſes it would be Mad 
neſs not to do it; for if Government is not founded on the 
Authority of God, but on a Bargain ſtruck between the 
Prince and People, then the only End and Deſign of Mens 
entring into Societies and ſubmitting. to Government muſt 
be for the Security of their. Perſons and Properties; for the 
Safety and Eaſe of Life: And from thence it foltows, that 
if the Magiſtrate: ſhould upon any Account attempt the Life: 
of. the Subject, he has alb the Reaſon in the World to free: 
himſelf from his Power, tho with the Ruin of Government 
under which he lives: For the End, for which he firſt entred 
under Government, was to live fecurely and happily.; but 
when this End is ſo far from being anſwer'd, that he is likely; 
to looſe his Life by being ſubject to Government, the very: 
ſame Reaſon which induced him firſt to ſubmit to it, the Se- 
curity of hu Life and Poſſeſſans, muſt now oblige. him to reſcue: 
hamſelf from it by every Method in his Power. This muſt 
neceflarily. be the/Caſe. on Suppoſition, That. Government! 
has no Foundation but Human Compact; but yet all Go- 
vernments in the World do affirm, that the Subject is bound 
in Conſcience to ſubmit to the Supreme Power, tho » the 
etri- 


I) = 
Detriment of his Property, Ris Liberty, or his Lite; which 
can proceed from nothing But this, 'That Humin Laws do 
bind the Conſcience by virtue of an Original Authority de- 
rived from God himſelf. : 

_ Fourthly, Kings and Princes and all Supreme Magiſtrates 
derive their Authority from Ged, and not: from the People ; 
becauſe they have Power over the Lives of en: For 
ſhould we grant a Time when there was no Government, 
and Men liv'd in an Independant State ( _ every Man 
who believes his Bible khows to be falſe) yet the Civil Ma- 
giſtrates could never have any Power over the Lives of Men, 
except it were given them by God: They might indeed 
kill Men with great Pom and Soleminity; aàctòrding to Alt 
the Forms of Law and Political Juſtice, but after all be no 
better than publick Murderers, notwithſtanding any Autho- 
rity the People could convey ufito them ; becauſe no Man 
having Power over his own Life, he cannot give to the Ma- 
giſtrate what he never had in himſelf; ſü that it can never 
be proved; that Civil Government is ed derived from 
the People, until it be firſt Alb wed awful for a Man in 
ſome Caſes to murder himſelf: As in caſe the King ſhould 
abdicate, or the Royal Line fhould be extin& before the 
Crown is ſettled, or by any other Means it ſhould happen, 
that there ſhould be no Perfon who his a Rightful Claim to 
the Peoples Allegiance; fo that they relapſe into their primi- 
tive Liberty; and yet this is a Poſition which I think all but 
Atheiſts do deny: And I am forry to obſerve, that ſo many 
who profeſs themſelves Chriftians, are fo fond of the No- 
tion Whieh derives the Power of the Prince from the People, 
which is not to be defended but on the Principles of thoſe, 
who are Enemies not only to the Divine Right of Kings, 
but to that God by whom Kings do Reign, | 

The Infamous Author of a Libel falſly called, The Rights 
of the Chriſtian Church, is aware of the Force of this Argu- 
ment, and therefore gives this Matter another Turn, and 
fixes the Original of Civil Government in the Power that 
Men have over one another, from the inherent Right of ſelf 
Preſervation, and preferring their own Good to * 

C 2 other 
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other Perſons: A Principle that ſuppoſes a Man to have 2 
Right over another Man's Life, tho he has none over his 
own : And that for this abſur'd Reafon, becauſe he loves 
himſelf better than his Neighbour ; a Principle that labours 
under more Abſurdities, and obviates none of the Inconve- 
niencies of that which he gives up; but the Force of this Ar- 
gument when truly ſtated in its full Strength is this 
Every Man is by Nature veſted with a Right to defend his 
Life from every Perſon who violently and injuriouſly invades 
it; and all allow that he may juſtly take away the Aſſailant's q 
Life, if he has no other Way to ſave his oẽm: Why there- 1 
fore may not a Number of Men delegate the Right, which 10 
each of them has over the Life of every violent Invader, into 
the Hands of the Magiſtrate as the Common Avenger, and ; 
by this Means a Power over the Lives of Men be conveyed to f 
him by the People? But this Argument does only raiſe à Duſt f 
about the Truth, but is of no Force or Conſequence ; for 
Firſt, Without diſputing the Right that is here contended: 
for, as this Caſe is ſtated, the Civil Magiſtrate can have no- 
Power over the Lives of Men in any Inſtance but one, viz. 
When there is no way of ſaving one Subject's Life but by 
taking away anothers who is a violent Invader; a Power too 
which the Magiſtrate muſt never execute, except he hap- 
pens to be actually preſent when the Subject's Life is aſſault- 
d, for the Magiſtrate's Power is no more than was delega- 
ted to him ; The Right every Man has over the Life of the violent 
Aggreſſor when the taking it away abſolutely neceſſary to the ſa- 1 
wing hs own. A. Right which for that Reaſon does not 
commence until the Aſſault is begun, and holds good only in 
the Article of Danger, and determines when that is over; 5 
and the Magiſtrate can have no Power over the Subject's 
Life in any other Caſe by virtue of that Right; whereas in 
all Governments in the World, the Magiſtrate does inflict 


+- Men having no Power over their own Lives or Limbs, Government 
could not flow from hence; but muſt be derived from the Power they 
had over one another, bounded on the Inherent Right they had of pre- 
ſerving themſelves, and preferring their own Good to that of others... 


Rights. p. 10. 
Death 
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Death for any Crime, however little in it ſelf that may be 
detrimental to the Publick Weal: By our Laws tis Death to 
ſtamp the Queen's Head and Arms on a Piece of Gold or 
Silver, to counterfeit the Great or Privy Seal, or to ſpeak 
dangerous Words, tho no Action be conſequent to them; 
nay, ſo little is the Proportion between the Crime and the 
Puniſhment, ſimply confider'd, that it is made Capital to 
Steal to the Value of Five Shillings : And I believe no Man 
will ſay, that the Magiſtrate may not inflict Death in theſe 
and the like Caſes, which yet we ſee have not the leaſt re- 
tation to that Right which every Man has over the Life of every 
violent Aſſailant ; and therefore the Power which the Civil 
Magiſtrate does exerciſe over the Lives of Men could not 


be convey'd to him by that Right: But | 


Secondly, If, according to this Suppoſition, a number of 


Men, weary of their narural State of War, ſhould for their 
mutual Preſervation convey to the Magiſtrate the Right 
each of them Has over the Eife of every violent Invader, 
then it follows, that each of them does actually give ſueh 
Magiſtrate a Right over- his own Life if ever he ſhould be 
an Aggreſſor: and the Cale is founded on that Preſumption, 
that ſome of the Community may be ſuch Aggreſſors; for 
that was the Reaſon of their chuſing a Magiſtrate ; ſo that 
the old Difficulty recurs, The ſuppoſing in the People a 
Power to diſpoſe of their own Lives, which the Author of 
the Rights, &c. acknowledges they have not; and yet all 


allow the Civil Magiſtrate to be cloathed with the Power of 


Life and Death, which could not otherways be convey'd to 
him, but by the Authority of that God who alone has a 
Right and Power to diſpoſe of the Lives of Men. 


It may be objected that in ſome Caſes, as in Elective 


States and Kingdoms, that the Magiſtrate does immediately 
derive his Power from the People, ſince it intirely depends 


on their Choice who the Perſon ſhall be that is to execute 


this Power: To which I anſwer, That even in this Reſpect, 


there may not ſo much lie in the People as ſome imagine; 


for if the Providence of God does interpoſe in the moſt mi- 
nute Affairs, even the falling of a Sparrow to the Ground, 


the 
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( 22 ) 
che Diſpoſal of Crowns and Kingdoms muſt be the more im- 
mediate Objects of his Care: The Happineſs or Miſeries of 
1 Nation as ſuch, does chiefly depend on the good or ill Ma- 
nagement of the Reins of Government; and one uſual Me- 
thod whereby God does bleſs or puniſh a Nation, is by ſet- 
ting up a good or a bad Prince; and tho he makes ule of the 
inſtrumentality of Second Cauſes in doing ſo, yet he can over- 
rule Men's Wills, and make their moſt voluntary Actions ſub- 
ſervient to raiſe to Empire thoſe whom he firſt deſigns; but 
whatever Share the People may have in the deſignation of 
the Perſons of Princes, yet the Power by which they act is 
by no means theirs; the People do no more in this Caſe than 
the Free- men of a Corporation, who chuſe their Magiſtrate 
indeed, but can convey no Power to him by that Choice; 
but his Authority is derived from the Approbation of the 


Government, and thoſe Charters and Priviledges which 


were given and confirmed by the Supreme Power. | 
I proceed now in the Second place to ſhow, That the 
Principle, which places the Origival of Power in the People, is 


pernicious and uctive to Government in general, and 


will neceſſarily introduce that Arbitrary Power which the 
Advancers of it pretend to avoid by it. 

Firſt, This Principle muſt be deſtructive of all Govern- 
ment, becauſe it ſuppoſes in the People a Power to cancel at 
their Pleaſure the firmeſt Oaths and moſt ſolemn Vows, and 
every thing that can bind the Conſciences of Mankind, and 


gives them a Right to examine and paſs their Judgment on 


the moſt intricate and perplexed Affairs of State, which 
they neither have Capacity nor Opportunity to underſtand: 
Nay, and to cenſure in their Princes the unavoidable Infir- 
mities of Human Nature, and to call them to an Account 
for the Miſcarriages of the beſt laid Deſigns, whenever 
their Paſſions are wrought up by their own Ignorance or 
Prejudice or influenced by the ſubtle Contrivances of wicked 


and deſigning Men: It is to no purpole to ſay, That this 
radical inberent Power of the People is never to be exerted - 


but. on extraordinary Occaſions, when the Prince degene- 
rates into a; Tyrant and attempts to over-turn the — 
| - 
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. 
of his Subjects, becauſe the laß reſort being placed in the 
People, they muſt be Judges of their own Fears, and have 
a Right to declare when the Original Contract is broken by 
the Prince, and to determine the proper Seaſon of opening 
the Original Magazine of Power : So that this Principleſtamps 
Lawful and Juſt on whatever is Sucreßful, and renders a 
proſperons-Rebellion impoſſible, and the Security of all Govern- 
ment muſt depend on the Ebbings and Flowings of the wa- 
vering Paſſions of the Crowd, which vary into a Thouſand 
differing Forms upon every and upon no Cauſe; and having 
no Superior Power to controul them, muſt end in univer- 
ſal Confuſion and Ruin. | 

Secondly, This Principle is neceſſarily introductive of that 
Arbitrary Power which Men think to avoid by it: For when 
the Prince conſiders, that his Subjects regard him only as 
their Creature, and are ready to inſult him, and re-aſſume 
their Power when ever they are diſobliged ; He will look on 
them with Jealous Eyes, and knowing how ſmall a Share of 
Reaſon mingles with the Love or Hatred of the Crowd, he 
will take every Method he can to guard himſelf againſt and 
ſet himſelf beyond their Power, by ſecuring ſo much of it 


to himfelf as will diſable them from exerting their Original 


Right; ſo that perpetual Jealouſies and Suſpicions will be en- 


tertained, which will quite deſtroy that mutual Confidence, 


which alone can make the People Happy and the Prince Se- 
cure; whereas the contrary Suppofition, That the Prince's Au- 
thority is from Heaven, and that none but God canpuniſh the 
Abuſe of it, labours not under any of theſe Inconveniencies: 
Here is room for the Prince to look ot himſelf as ſet up by 
God as the Common Father of his Country, and a ſtrong 
Motive for the Exerciſe of his Paternal Care over his Sub- 
jects; and they receiving him as the Image of God muſt have 


a ſacred Regard for his Perſon, and look on themſelves as 


obliged to the Returns of Duty, of Homage, and of Love; 
and both the Prince and the People contribute to the Wel- 
fare and Happineſs of each other. 
It is falſe Neaſoning to ſay, That this puts a Prince under 
the Temptation of turning Arbitrary and a Tyrant, 3 
| the 
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the Laws do guard the Liberties of the Subjects, and give 
them a Right and Means to puniſh any Perſon who violaces 
and invades them, tho under Pretence-of the Prince's Au- 
thority ; and Princes obſerving with how great Eaſe and 
Safety their Crowns fit on their Heads, by confining their 
Power within the Limits of the Laws, are from thence 
much more ſtrongly inclined to act according to them, than 
they poſſibly can be from that Suppoſition which gives the 
Subject a coercive Power over them: For if the Prince is 
cod, there. is no occaſion. to hang this heavy Sword over 
his Head by the ſlender Thread of Popular Opinion; He is 
always conſcious of his own Dependance on a Power infi- 
nitely ſuperior to his, and is never ſo far elated with the 
Splendor of a Crown and the Thoughts .of being unac- 
countable to any earthly Power, as to forget to-pay his Ho- 
mage to Heaven and that he muſt one Day give an Account 
of his High Truſt at God's Tribunal; which Reflection will 
inſpire him with a more tender and affectionate Regard for 
his Subjects Welfare, than the Suppoſition of a coercive 
Power in their Hands can do : And on the other Hand, the 
very Knowledge of ſuch a Reſerve of Power, will engage 
2 wicked Prince in reſtleſs Endeavours to curb and quell it ; 
nay, he cannot think himſelf ſafe until he has done it, tho 
with the Ruin of thoſe he Governs. And when I have ac- 
knowledged that while Men have Paſſions and Infirmities, 
no earthly Government can be wholly free from Inconve- 
niencies.; I appeal unto every unprejudiced Reaſon, whe- 
ther the Principle of a Divine Right and an unaccountable 
Power in Princes be not attended with infinitely leſs Incon- 
veniencies, than that which places the Original of Power 
in the People, and whether the Principle that does fo is 
not naturally introductive of Arbitrary Power and deſtructive 
to every Government. 5 
I come now in the laſt place to draw ſome Inferences 
from this Diſcourſe and ſo conclude : And 
Firſt, If our Queen derive her Power from God, is his 
Vice-Gerent and acts by his Authority, I infer, That the 


greateſt Reverence and Reſpect is owing to her, tis a Ho- 


mage 
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mage due by eyery Subject not only as enjoyn'd by God, but 


as neceſſary to ſupport her Crown, and to enable her to dil- 
charge the Obligations of her High Calling : Diſtance, Re- 
gard and Honour are in their own Nature requiſite to uphold 
and ſecure Authority; They encompaſs the Prince's Perſon 
with Reſpect and Awe ; They add Dignity to his Actions, 
Efficacy. to his Commands and Weight to his Opinions an! 
his Words. How bright does the Divine Image ſhine is! 
that Prince, where Reſpect and Honour add Luſtre to the 
Rays of Power, and the outward Pomp and Glitter of Ma- 
jeſty is crowned by unaffected Reverence and Efteem, which 


burniſhes every Jewel of che Crown, makes every Action of 


the Prince ſeem God-lgke and Auguſt, ſurrounds his Throne 
with Beams of Glory, and fixes his Empire in his Subjects 
Hearts. And this 1s a Duty every honeſt and ingenuous 
Man is bound to pay from the eternal Reaſons and Reſpects 
of things; For the Dictates of Reaſon tell us, That Prote- 
ction and Defence do demand Reſpect and Honour, ante- 
cedently to any Oath of Fealty and Allegiance to the Prince; 
and Nature obliges every Subject, who enjoys the Security of 


his Life and Fortune under any Government, to do all in his 
Power to defend and ſupport that Government. Now who- 


ever does with-hold from his Prince that Honour that is due 
unto him, does ftrike at the Vitals of Majeſty, and as much 


as in him lies withdraws that Prop, without which it can- 


not be ſupported or ſecured. Let me then prevail on you 
to pay unto our Gracious Soveraign a Degree of Reſpect 
and Honour ſuitable to the high Sphere in which ſhe moves; 
that you would not entertain a Thought that derogates from 
it, nor hear with Patience, much leſs with Approbation, 
thoſe, who aſperſe the common Parent of our Countrey, 
and vilify thoſe Perſons by whoſe Counſels ſhe adminiſters 
the Affairs of the Publick ; and this muſt be done out of 


Principle and for Conſcience ſake, as to one whom God hath ſet 


over us; It muſt not depend on the Revolution of a Miniſtry, 
nor the ſtrong Convictions of Preferment and Employs; for 
if it does, it never will be permanent and uniform : We 


muſt remember the time when a patient acquieſcence in the 
| D | Actions 
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Actions of Authority was loudly infiſted on by ſome Men, 
and, I thank God, was practiſed too, when Deſigns were 
carry'd on very inconſiſtent with our preſent Settlement; 
when it was much ſafer to fpeak or vend Treaſon againſt 
LIVING Majesry,than to affront, not the Gloxious Memory, 
but barely the IAE of the Dead: But as ſoon as ever the 
Face of Affairs was altered ſome what contrary to their Minds, 
they immediately diſcovered, that the Principle which fixes the 
Original of Power in the People ſat neareſt their Hearts, fince 
choſe very Perſons endeavour'd to fink her Majeſty in the 
Opinion of her Subjects, to add Weight to thoſe heavy Cares 
which hang about her Crown, to caſt odious Colours on the 
beſt laid Deſigns, and to raiſe grounds Fears and Jealouſies 
which might diſpoſe the giddy Multitude to tranſgreſs the 
Bounds of Loyalty, and run into Treaſon and Rebellion. 
Secondly, From our Queens being placed on the Throne 
by God, and acting by. his Authority, I tnfer, That the 
moſt ſubmiflive and entire Obedience is due unto her : 
Our Obedience can admit no Bounds or. Limits but the 
Lawfulneſs or Unlawfulneſs of the Thing commanded. In- 
deed, whenever our Prince commands any thing contrary to 
the Will of God, natural or revealed, we are not to obey ; 
becauſe, in that caſe, the Prince's Power is over-ruled by the 
Higher Authority, of that God by whom Kings do Reign; 
but even then, when the Prince enforces a Law which af- 
ter all our honeft ſearch, we are perſwaded is contrary to 
the Law of God, we are not to break out into Reviling, 
Mutiny, and Riot ; our Prince muſt ſtill be regarded as the 
Miniſter of God, cloathed with his Commiſſion, and ac- 
countable only to him for acting contrary to it: Our Sove- 
raign's Perfon is {till ſacred, and her Authority muſt not be 
reſiſted, and therefore where we cannot Obey we are bound 
to Suffer, 5 3 3 = 
I am ſufficiently aware how ſome Perſons will receive 
What they call the 0/4 exploded and ridicul'd Doctrine of Paſ- 
{ve Obedience and Nen-Reſiſtance : *Tis old indeed, as old 
as Chriſtianity, and will be of equal Duration with the Gol- 
pel of Chriſt: I know likewiſe that it has been exploded 
and ridiculed ; but if I miſtake not, the Bible in which this 


Do- 


('a7 | 
Doctrine is contain'd, has been ſo ſerv'd ; but T hope with- 
out any juſt Imputation on the Doctrine or the Book: 
And ſure I am, that whoever owns the Authority of the 
Bible muſt confeſs, That the Powers that be, are ordained of | 
God, and that he that reſiſis ſhall receive Dammation. The Scrip- 
ture indeed does not put Cafes as applicable to every natio- | 
nal Conſtitution ; it does not ſay how far the Prerogative ot A 
the Crown extends, nor determines the Subject's Claim ot 
Right; it does not tell us what Degree of Obedience is dus 
to the Executi ve, nor what to the Legiſi:tive Power : Theſe De- 
bates are left to the particular Laws of every Country; but 
in general, the Scripture ties down every Perſon to Obedience 
or Suffering, in reſpect to the Supreme Power; which is a 
Warrant and Direction to us to Preach this Doctrine in geue- ; 
ral, in reference to our Queen, who is in all her Majeſty's 
Dominions over all Per/ons and in all Caſes Supreme. And our 
Reaſon will tell us, tho the Bible had not, that the Founda- 
tion of all Government depends on this Doctrine, on the 
Subjects obligation to Compliance or Submiſſion in the hardeſt Caſes; 
and if this be denied, Societies muſt immediately disband, 
and human Nature be converted into Herds of Men. And 
where is now the mighty Jeſt that ſome Men find in this 
Doctrine? Men, whoſe fro:by Talents conſiſt in Burleſque- 
ing Arguments inſtead of anſwering them, and with whom 
to laugh is to confute, ſhould yet have a care how they 
make free with a Doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt, leſt they be 
188 to mock God, and incurr the dreadful Penalty of do- ö 
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The King's Majeſty being only the Supreme Head of the Realm of 
England, and of this Land of Ireland, immediately under God. Triſh A&. 
28. H. 8, c. 18- The King being not only the Supreme Head in 
Earth, next and immediately under God, of the Church of England 
and Ireland ; but alſo their moſt aſſured and natural Soveraign Liege 
Lord and King, having the whole Governance, Function, Defence and 
Maintenance of this Land, and his moſt obedient and loving Subje&s of 
the ſame. Iriſh AQ. 28. H. 8. c. 14. King Charles the Second is ſaid 
by the Lords and Commons to be their only lawful and rightful Supreme 
Leige Lord and King. 1riþ Act. 13 Car. II. c. 1, See alſo Queen El:z. 
Act of Supremacy, &. | 
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Well, but fonie. will urge, That if the Perſon of the 
Prince be ſo ſacred, that he. muſt not on any Pretence be 
called to an Account, has he not a Latitude to turn Tyrant 


when he pleaſes? But why ſo ? For tho the Prince himſelf 


can do no Wrong, yet his Miniſters may, and the Laws have 


taken care to provide Methods to puniſh them whenever 
they attempt the Liberties of the Subject, and endeavour to 
skreen themſelves by the Direction or Command of the 
Prince ; and if this Method is obſerved, the Subject will be 
ſafe from Tyranny, and there will be no occafion to erect 
popular Tribunals in order to call the Prince to an Account; an 
Expreſſion no loyal Ear can hear without Horror, without 
recalling the uneaſie Remembrance of Forty Eight, and a 
High Court of Juſtice : But what would theſe Men have? 
The Law of God does expreſly tell us, That no Man can 
rouch the Lord's Anointed and be guiltleſs. F And the Law of the 
Land ſays, That the People in no Capacity ever had, have, or 
ought to have any. coercive Power over the Perſon of their Prince: 
And the Objectors themſelves can upon occaſion Swear, 
That t wot lawful to take up Arms againſt the Queen upon any 


Fretence whatſoever :What | will they admit neither the Laws 


of God nor Man as the Meaſures of their Obedience ? Or 
do they think that both the B:le and the Srature-Book have 
combin'd together to undermine their natural Rights and Li- 


berties. 


But they urge, Muft we tamely yield to the Tyranny 
of an unnatural Prince, who will raviſh our Wives, ſeize 
our Properties, and deſtroy our Perfons ? Muſt we ſit 
till, and give up our Throats to the inhuman Inſtruments of 
his Crucky ? Thus they put all the odious Caſes poſlible, 


and endeavour to affix on this Doctrine what no Man in his. 


— *** — 


+ By the undoubted and fundamental Laws of this Kingdom, neither 
the Peers of this Realm, nor the Commons, nor both together in Par- 
liament, nor the People collectively, or reprefentatively, or any other 
Perſons whatſoever, ever had, hath, or ought to have, any coercive 
Power over the Kings of this Realm. 12 Car. II. c. 30. Eng. At. By 
our Conſtitution the Perſon of the Prince is ſacred and inviolable. 
Biſhop Burns Speech in Dr. Sach. Trial. | 
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Wits did ever affirm. Well! but what are the Inferences ? 


Why, if they are not bound to a tame Submiſſion in theſe 
Inſtances, then if the Queen diſplaces a Great Min, to 
whom they would commit the Reins of Government for 
Life, or retains another whom they don't like; if ſhe thinks 
fit to change her Miniſtry, that is diſmiſs her preſent Ser- 
vants, and take others, a Right every Subject claims, why 
then ſhe is overturning the Liberties of her Subjects and 
they muſt controul her : Has ſhe made a Peace which will 
ruin the fine Schemes of ſome Perſons, and may be dange- 
rous to others, who have been guilty of great Miſmanage- 
ments in the time of War? Why then her Majeſty is in a 
Plot to ruin her Kingdoms, and this mutt be a ſufficient 


Reaſon to endeavour to embaraſs her Affairs, and confound 


her Meaſures ; what Reaſoning, what Conſequences are 
theſe ? and yet J appeal to every unprejudic'd Perſon, whe- 
ther this is not the true ſtate of Things. 

But it is further asked, how thoſe who maintain this Do- 
ctrine, can be Friends to th, late happy Revolution? But 
have not they been often told, ay, has it not been demon- 
ſtrated to them, that the Revolution founded on the Abdica- 
tion of King James, his voluntary Deſertion of the Throne, is in- 
tirely conſiſtent with theſe Principles; that the maintainers 
of them heartily run in with the preſent Settlements in the 
Illuſtrions Houſe of Hanover, and by declaring the Queen to 
Reign by a Divine Authority, and ro have an Hereditary 
Right, do effectually cut off the Hopes of all inſolent Pre- 


tenders to her Crown and Dignity : But ſince nothing leſs 


will ſatisfy ſome Perſons than to make the Revolution a Rebel. 
lien, we are taught to know what they mean, when they 
tell us of Revolution Principles. 


The laſt Inference that I ſhal! make from this Diſcourſe is 


this, That the High Station. of Princes, the Authority by 


which they act, and the Benefits that are conveyed by them 


to Mankind, do demand. from their Subjects not only Ho- 
nour and Obedience, but the ſincereſt Love and Affection: 
And if any Prince ever had a juſt Claim to this Duty, our 


preſent Soveraign has, who has no Intereſt ſeperate from 
that 
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Well, but ſonie. will urge, That if the Perſon of the 
Prince be ſo ſacred, that he muſt not on any Pretence be 
called to an Account, has he not a Latitude to turn Tyrant 
when he pleaſes? But why ſo ? For tho the Prince himſelf 
can do no Wrong, yet his Miniſters may, and the Laws have 
taken care to provide Methods to puniſh them whenever 
they attempt the Liberties of the Subject, and endeavour to 
skreen themſelves by the Direction or Command of the 
Prince ; and if this Method is obſerved, the Subject will be 
ſafe from Tyranny, and there will be no occaſion to erect 
popular Tribunals in order to call the Prince to an Account; an 
Expreſſion no loyal Ear can hear without Horror, without 
recalling the uneaſie Remembrance of Forty Eight, and a 
High Court of Juſtice: But what would theſe Men have? 
The Law of God does expreſly tell us, That no Man can 
touch the Lord's Anointed and be guiltleſs. F And the Law of the 
Land ſays, That the People in no Capacity ever had, have, or 
ought to have any. coercive Power over the Perſon of their Prince: 
And the Objectors themſelves can upon occaſion Swear, 
That it wet lawful to take up Arms againſt the Queen upon any 
Fretence whatſoever :What | will they admit neither the Laws 
of God nor Man as the Meaſures of their Obedience? Or 
do they think that both the Ble and the Statute-Book have 
combin'd together to undermine their natural Rights and Li- 
berries. | E f „ ee 0 
But they urge, Muft we tamely yield to the Tyranny 
of an unnatural Prince, who will raviſh our Wives, ſeize 
our Properties, and deſtroy our Perfons ? Muſt we ſit 
kill, and give up our Throats to the inhuman Inſtruments of 
his Cruchy ? Thus they put all the odious Caſes poſlſible, 
and endeavour to affix on this Doctrine what no Man in his. 
— — — — A —ñ— 
+ By the undoubted and fundamental Laws of this Kingdom, neither 
the Peers of this Realm, nor the Commons, nor both together in Par- 
- liament, nor the People collectively, or fepreſentatively, or any other 
Perſons whatſoever, ever had, hath, or ought to have, any coercive' 
Power over the Kings of this Realm. 12 Car. II. c. 30. Eng Act. By 
our Conſtitution the Perſon of the Prince is ſacred and inviolable. 
Biſhop Barnet s Speech in Dr. Sach. Trial. | | 
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Wits did ever affirm. Well! but what are the Inferences? 


Why, if they are not bound to a tame Submiſſion in theſe 
Inſtances, then if the Queen diſplaces a Great Min, to 
whom they would commit the Reins of Government for 
Life, or retains another whom they don't like; if ſhe thinks 
fit to change her Miniſtry, that is diſmiſs her preſent Ser- 
vants, and take others, a Right every Subject claims, why 
then ſhe is overturning the Liberties of her Subjects and 
they muſt controul her : Has ſhe made a Peace which will 
ruin the fine Schemes of ſome Perſons, and may be dange- 
rous to others, who have been guilty of great Miſmanage- 
ments in the time of War? Why then her Majeſty is in a 
Plot to ruin her Kingdoms, and this muſt be a ſufficient 
Reaſon to endeavour to embaraſs her Affairs, and confound 
her Meaſures ; what Reaſoning, what Conſequences are 
theſe ? and yet J appeal to every unprejudic'd Perſon, whe- 
ther this is not the true ſtate of Things. | 

But it is further asked, how thoſe who maintain this Do- 
&rine, can be Friends to th late happy Revolution? But 
have not they been often told, ..ay, has it not been demon- 
ſtrated to them, that the Revolution founded on the Abdica- 
tion of King James, his voluntary Deſertion of the Throne, is in- 
tirely conſiſtent with theſe Principles ; that the maintainers 
of them heartily run in with the preſent Settlements in the 
Iluſtrious Houſe of Hanover, and by declaring the Queen to 
Reign by a Divine Authority, and to have an Hereditary 
Right, do effectually cut off the Hopes of all inſolent Pre- 
tenders to her Crown and Dignity : But ſince nothing leſs 
will ſatisfy ſome Perſons than to make the Revolution a Rebel. 
lion, we are taught to know what they mean, when they 
tell us of Revolution Principles. 


The laſt Inference that I ſhal! make from this Diſcourſe is 


this, That the High Station. of Princes, the Authority by 


which they act, and the Benefits that are conveyed by them 


to Mankind, do demand. from their Subjects not only Ho- 
nour and Obedience, but the ſincereſt Love and Affection: 
And if any Prince ever had a juſt Claim to this Duty, our 


preſent Soveraign has, who has no Intereſt ſeperate from 
that 
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that of her Subjects, and ever ſince the happy Date of her 
Auſpicious Reign, has had nothing ſo much at Heart, as 


the Welfare of them all; who by a Generoſity, unequalled by 
any of her Predeceſſors, retrenched her Royal Expenccs 
to relieve her Subjects groaning under the Burthens of a 


neceſſary War, and parted with a Branch of the Revenues 
of her Crown, for the decent and honourable Support of 
thoſe, who Miniſter in that Church of which ſhe is the O-na- 


ment and Defence; and as a Queen, does ſacrifice her Time, 
her Faſe and Health to the Publick Good; and in her private 


Capacity, as a Chriſti, does by the moſt bright and 
ſhining Example, the moſt ſincere Piety, and unaffected De- 


votion, add luſtre to the Crown ſhe wears, and draws down 


Bleſſings on all who live under the Shadow of it; ſo that who- 
ever is a Well-wiſher to our happy Eſtabliſhment in Church 
and State, muſt take up Hiraw's words, and ſay, becauſe the 
Lord l weth his People, he hath made her Queen over them: And 
even the Diſſenters themſelves, who from their Principles 
can be no great Friends to Anarchy, much leſs to that 
Church which is ſupported by it, have nothing to complain 
of, but that they are excluded the Adminiſtration of that 
Government, they are bound by Principle to overturn if 
they can ; and if they have the leaſt ſhare of Modeſty or 
Gratitude, they muſt own, that the Indulgence and Conni- 
vance they enjoy is greater than they deſerve, becauſe it is 


greater than they would ever give when the Power was in 
their Hands: But 


We well know that the Return they make, however unrea- 
ſonably, is always in Murmur and Complaint, and cis no Sur- 
prize, becauſe it is uſual: But for thoſe who profeſs them- 
ſelves Members of the Eſtzbliſh'd Church, to run in with 
the Meaſures of thoſe Perſons, to blacken her Majeſty's Ad- 
miniſtration, and as far as in them lies, to fruſtrate her wiſe 
Contrivances for our preſent Happineſs and future Security, 
ſhews, that they are unhappily prejudiced againſt the Form 
of Government under which they live, or that they are 
deeply engaged in Party and Faction, and have given up their 
Conſciences to gratify their Ambition, their Intereſt or Re- 

; Venge, 
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venge; or Laſtly, That there is ſomething Unnatural and 
Malignant in the Frame of their Minds, ſince they are able 
to overcome that ſtrong Propenſion, which every Man finds 
in himſelf to eſteem and love his Prince; which is the Duty 


that from Gratitude and Conſcience I defire each of you to pay 


to the beſt of Queens, by regarding her as the Vice-Gerent of 
God, and on all Occaſions expreſſing your Honour for her, 
your Obedience and your Love; praying to that God in 
whoſe Hand her Heart , That he would give her Wiſdom to go 
in and out before this great People, that ſhe may enjoy to the 
full the bleſſed Fruits of that Peace ſhe ſo heartily la- 
boured for, and ſo happily accompliſhed : And that her 
Reign may be as proſperozs and as long as ever was enjoyed by 
any King or Queen on Earth. op 
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